
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



NOTES 307 

"ABLATIVE ABSOLUTES"? 

Noting this plural on p. 161 of the February number of the Journal, 
may I ask if it would not be better for our pupils if we teachers spoke of 
"ablatives absolute," just as we say "courts martial," "lords temporal," 
and the like ? We should thereby at least not obscure for them what the 
thing is. I myself prefer to teach it as the "absolute ablative," or the 
"absolved ablative" (i. e., absolved from construction), or the "scot-free" 
ablative, the "run-away" ablative — anything to make the phrase carry 
some sense to the learner and save him from parrot-repetition of unexplained 
conglomerates. Conglomerate-teaching leads to results such as the follow- 
ing: I recently had a class of a dozen beginners in Greek, all having pre- 
viously studied Latin. On being asked which was the substantive in the 
phrase "ablative absolute," all but one answered "absolute"! 

In passing, may I ask if the very useful word "substantive" has quite 
disappeared from grammatical terminology? The word "noun" seems to 
have taken its place; but then what is to take the place of "noun," 
which properly includes both adjective and substantive. 
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